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Hiroshi Hara*: Notes on Japanese Elaeocarpus. 

M % *: 

In 1846 Turczaninow described from Japan two new species of Elaeo¬ 
carpus, i. e. E. japonicus and E. dioicus, which were based on the specimens 
collected by Zollinger. These names, however, have since been neglected by 
subsequent botanists. Through the kindness of Dr. Baehni and Dr. Weibel 
of Geneve, I had fortunately an opportunity of examining excellent photo¬ 
graphs and fragments of Zollinger’s isotype specimens preserved in the 
DC’s Herbarium which agree with Turczaninow’s original descriptions. 
And it became clear that E '. japonicus based on Zollinger s no. 461 is a 
common Japanese form (‘Horuto-no-ki’ in Japanese) which had often been 
called E. decipiens Hemsley, and that E. dioicus based on Zollinger’s no. 460 
coincides perfectly with E. japonicus Sieb. et Zucc. (’Koban-mochi’ in 
Japanese). . 

On this occasion I have critically compared ‘Horuto-no-ki’ of Japan 
with E. decipiens Hemsley of China, Hemsley in his original description 
cited specimens from Riukiu, Canton, and also Formosa with a question 
mark, but he .did not designate the type specimen. In the Japanese ‘Horuto- 
no-ki’, the sepals are 3-4 mm long and minutely apressed pilose on both 
sides; the petals are 4-5 mm long, and nearly glabrous except the minutely 
ciliate margin or sparsely pilose near the base inside; the stamens are 
25-34 in number. And in the size, texture and lustre of leaves and the 
length of pedicels the Japanese plants are considerably variable. The plant 
of Riukiu is the same as the Japanese form in the size of flowers, the 
number of stamens and the hairiness of sepals, and its petals are sparsely 
pilose in the marginal and middle parts of the base inside. 

And these Japanese forms which inhabit the warm district of middle 
Honshu through Shikoku, Kyushu and Quelpaer t south to Riukiu and the 
northern part of Formosa clearly belong to a single species; so if the 
specimen from Riukiu is regarded as the type of E. decipiens, the Japanese 
‘Horuto-no-ki’ apparently belongs to E. decipiens. 

On the other hand in the specimens from Canton and Hainan which I 
have examined, the flowers are smaller; the sepals are 3.mm long and 
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less hairy outside; the petals are densely minute-pilose in the lower part 
inside; the stamens are fewer and 14-21 in number. E. Henryi Hance 
described from Canton also seems to be its extreme form; and E. decipiens, 
if the Canton specimen is considered as the type, is probably the same 
too. This Chinese-.form, although it looks different from the Japanese one, 
seems for me to belong to the same species as the latter, for some Chinese 
specimens. cannot be distinguished from the Japanese in the size of flowers 
or the hairiness of inflorescences ; and also it is noticeable that specimens 
from Formosa, which is situated between Riukiu and China, show some 
intermediate characters between the two forms. A specimen from Mt. 
Dai ton in northernmost Formosa coincides with the Japanese in having 
larger, flowers, 26-28 stamens, and petals very sparsely pilose inside; whereas 
one from Bioritsu in north-west Formosa conforms rather to the Chinese 
in having 19-20 stamens,: slightly smaller flowers and petals densely pilose 
in the lower part inside; but one from Shizangan near Taihoku shows an 
intermediate form with 21-32 stamens and with petals densely pilose in the 
lower part inside; and one from Mt. Arisan of middle Formosa is near to 
the Chinese in having about 20 stamens and petals densely pilose in the > 
lower part inside, but the flowers are larger and the sepals are appressed 
pilose outside. 

' Recently E. sylvestris Poiret, which is based on Adenodus sylvesiris Lour, 
described from Tonkin of Indo-China, is regarded as conspecific with E. 
decipiens of Canton by Dr. Merrill who examined the type of Loureiro in the 
British Museum. According to the Moore’s description from the Loufeiro’s 
type, its sepals are glabrous outside and the number of its stamens is 14-17, 
but the size of its flowers, on the contrary, agrees with that of the Japa¬ 
nese form. 

The earliest name for the species in a wide sense including the Japa¬ 
nese and Chinese forms above mentioned is Prunus elliptica Thumb., but the 
combinations, Elaeocarpus ellipticus (Thunb.) Makino, cannot be used on 
account of the presence of the earlier homonym, E. ellipticus Smith based 
on a different plant. Therefore E. sylvestris (Lour.) Poiret, as Dr. Merrill 
suggested, becomes the correct name. Then the Japanese ’Horuto-no-kP with 
slightly larger flowers, many stamens, less hairy petals and more hairy 
sepals will properly be regarded as its geographical variety occupying the 
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northern part of the area of the whole species; but if one considers it as 
a separate species from the Indo-Chinese plant, the name E. Zollinger! K. 
Koch based on E. japonieus Turcz. should be adopted. The common form in 
China also seems not exactly to agree with the Loureiro’s typical one. 
And E. subsessilis Hand-Mzt. of middle and south China is considered to be 
an independent species with much larger flowers, .glabrous petals, and 
anthers distinctly fascicled-hairy at the top. 

Elaeocarpus japonieus Sieb. et Zu.ec. is distributed north to the southern 
and western parts of Honshu, and south to Formosa and the middle and 
south China. The -Formosan plant has leaves which are narrower than the 
typical form in Japan. 

Elaeocarpus sylvestris (Lour.) Poiret in Lamarck, Encyel. Suppl 2: 704 
(1811)-Moore in Journ. Bot 63: 282 (1925)-Merrill et Chun in Sunyats. 2: 
278 (1935)-Merrill in Trans. Amer. Philos. Soc. n. s.-24-2: 256 (1935), excl. 
syn. nonnull.- Kanehira et Hatusima in .Trans.' Nat. Hist.- Soc. Formos. 29: 
156 (1939). Adenodus sylvestris Loureiro, FI. Cochinch. 1: 294 (1790). 
var ellipticus (Thunb.) Hara, stat. nov. 

Prunus elliptica Thunberg, FI. Jap. 199 (1784). Cerasus. elliptica .(Thunb.) 
Loiseleur in Duhamel, TraiteArb. ed.- nov. 5: 4 (1812)-Seringe in DC., Prodr. 
2: 540 (1825). Elaeocarpus japonieus Siebold, Syn. PI. Oecon. Jap. 63(1830), nom. 
subnud.; non E. japonieus Sieb. et Zucc. 1845. ‘Elaeocarpus photiniaefolius Hoo¬ 
ker’: Sieb et Zucc. in Abh. Akad. Wiss. Muench 4-2 : 164 (1845)-Miquel, 
Ann. Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 3: 17 (1867)-Shirasawa, Icon. Ess, For. Jap, 2: 
t.. 49, f. 15-27 (1908). E. japonieus (non Sieb. et Zucc. 1845) Turezaninow in 
Bull. Soc. Nat. Moseou. 19 : 492 (1846), ex isotypo. E. Zollinger! K. Koch, Hort. 
Dendr. 49 (1853). E. photiniaefolia var., anguslifolia Miquel, Cat. Mus. Bot. 
Lugd.-Bat. 16 (1870), nom. nud. E. decipiens Hemsley ex Forbes et Hemsley 
in Journ. Linn. Soc. 23 : 94 (1886), pro .parte-Matsum., Ind. PI. Jap. 2-2:344 
(1912)-Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 32: 221 (1918)-Kanehira, Formos. Tr. ed. 
rev. 431, ,f. 389 (1936)-Makino, Ill. FI. Jap. ed. rev. 340, f. 1019 (1949). E. 
ellipticus (Thunb.) Makino in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 18: 67 (1904)-Masamune, FI. 
& Geo. Stud. Yakus. 292 (1934); non E. ellipticus Smith 1809. E. elliptica (Thun- 
b,) Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 32:221 (1918); FI. Sylv. Korea. 12: 63, t. 17 
(1922). E. Makinoi Kanehira ex.Hatusima in Bull. Experim. For. Kyushu Univ. 
3: 119 (1933); 4: 109 (1934). 
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Dist. var. Honshu media calida et occid., Shikoku, Kyushu, Quelpaert, 
Riukiu et Formosa bor. 

Elaeocarpus japonicus Sieb. et Zuec. in Abh. Akad. Wiss. Muehch. 
4-2: 165 (1845), ut japonica-Foxbes et Hemsley in Journ. Linn. Soc. 23: 95 
(1886)-Shirasawa in Icon. Ess. For. Jap. 2: t. 49, f. 1-14 (1908)-Matsum., 
Ind. 2-2, 345 (1912)-Rehder et Wilson in Pl. Wilson. 2: 360 <1915)-Chun in 
Sunyats. 1: 267 (1934). 

E. japonicus Siebold, Syn. PI. Oecon. Jap. 63 (1830), nom. subnud., quoad 
specim. in Herb. Lugd.-Batav., fide Koidzumi-Nakai in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 
25: 224 (1911). E. dioicus Turczaninow in Bull. Soc. Nat. Moscou 19 : 493 
(1846), ex isotypo. E. Kobanmochi Koidzumi in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 44 : 96 (1930)- 
Masamune, FI. & Geo. Stud. Yakus. 293 (1934)-Kanehira, Formos. Tr. ed. 
rev. 433, f. 390 (1936) Chen, Ill. Man. Chin, Tr. 801 (1937). ■- 

Dist. Honshu occid. (Kinki et Chugoku distr.), Shikoku, Kyushu, Riukiu, 
Formosa et China (Chekiang, Kwangtung, Hongkong, Kwangsi, Kweichow, 
Yunnan, Szechuan). 
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